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MUSEUM DISPLAYS WORKS OF ART ACQUIRED IN 1978 

The Year in Revie^ ^ an exhibition of more than 160 works of art acquired 
by The Cleveland Museum of Art in 1978, opens at the Museum on February 13, 
continuing on view through March 18, 1979. ”Last year was a particularly fortunate 
year for the Museum," reports Museum director Sherman E. Lee, "one in which there 
were major acquisitions in almost all of the fields of the history of art." 

Among the most important of the new acquisitions are six works purchased 
from the collection of Robert von Hirsch, sold at auction in London last June. 
Perhaps best known is the beautiful drawing by Rembrandt of the Mughal Emperor 
Shah Jahan, one of more than twenty copies made by the artist of Indian miniature 
paintings of the Mughal school. The work joins three other drawings and a number 
of prints by the Dutch master in the Museum collection and is particularly 
significant in light of the Museum’s renowned collection of Indian paintings. 

From the von Hirsch sale the Museum also obtained its first work by the Italian 
Renaissance master Raphael. His studies of a woman and infant on a sheet of 
drawings datable to around 1508 served as models for figures in two paintings 
executed by the artist in the same period. 

The other works acquired at the von Hirsch auction augment the Museum’s 
famous medieval collection. Most important are a Romanesque ivory plaque 
depicting The Journey to Bethelehem , made in Amalfi, Italy around 1100, and 
three intricately carved ivory panels from a 14th-century French Gothic casket, 
illustrating scenes from medieval romances. Also acquired were a reverse painted 
and gilded glass plaque depicting The Crucifixion , executed in northern Italy in 
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the raid-15th century, and a 14th-century Florentine linen altar frontal embroidered 
in silk and metal thread with scenes from the life of the Virgin. 

The medieval collection was further enhanced by the addition of two monumental 
limestone heads dating from approximately 1235 from the now-destroyed Cathedral of 
Th^rouanne in northern France. They are the first examples of monumental sculpture 
from the facades of French high Gothic cathedrals to enter the collection. 

The principal work acquired by the ancient art department in 1978 is a red- 
figured lekythos , or oil container, decorated by Douris, one of the great masters 
of Greek vase painting. The scene on the lekythos , painted around 490 B.C., is 
a realistic and dramatic depiction of Athena slaying Enkelados in the battle of 
the gods and giants. Also important are two fine pieces of Etruscan art, a gold 
pin with garnet inlay, and an amber pendant carved in the shape of a wild boar, 
the gifts of Mr. and Mrs. Max Ratner. 

An exquisite hand mirror in the Art Nouveau style was added to the collection 
of post-Renaissance decorative arts. Designed by the French artist Felix Bracquemond 
(1833-1914) and executed around 1900, the mirror has an ivory handle and a frame 
enameled in a delicate floral design. The enamelwork is by the French artist 
Alexandre Riguet while the gold figure of Venus modeled in low relief on the back 
of the mirror is the work of the great sculptor Auguste Rodin (1840-1917). 

The most important Western painting purchased last year was Pablo Picasso's 
Still Life with Biscuits , a late example of synthetic cubism, and one of the best 
of a small number of large-scale still lifes painted by the Spanish master in 1924 
and 1925. It is the eleventh and latest dated work in a collection of paintings 
by Picasso which begins in 1899 and includes masterpieces from his Blue, Rose, 
and Cubist periods. 

The modern art department acquired a number of other paintings, including 
its second major work by Paul Gauguin. Woman in the Waves (Qndine) , painted by 
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Gauguin in Brittany in 1889, anticipates the compositions of Art Nouveau in 
its decorative treatment of a red-haired nude in a swirling green sea. The work is 
^ sift from Mr, and Mrs. William Powell Jones. Other significant acquisitions are 
Nocturne , a richly colored surrealistic landscape painted in 1935 by the Spanish 
artist Joan Mir6, and American realist Philip Pearlstein’s 1976 oil of a Female 
Model on African Stool . Auberge au Robinson , the first work in the collection by the 
French painter of street scenes, Maurice Utrillo, is a gift of Mrs. Paul D. Wurzburger 
in memory of her husband. 

An outstanding painting from an earlier period is the Portrait of Francois 
Tronchin , dated 1757, a masterfully executed pastel by Jean Etienne Liotard 
(1702-1789), a Swiss painter noted for his brilliant portraits of European society. 

It is an intimate picture of a famous Swiss patron of the arts seated next to 
a well-known work in his collection, Rembrandt's portrait of his wife Saskia. 

The prints and drawings department acquired many fine works in addition to 
the drawings by Rembrandt and Raphael. An engraving of The Nativity by the German 
artist Martin Schongauer (c. 1440-1491) is a beautiful impression of one of the 
artist's most sought after subjects. Its purchase was supported by a gift from The 
Print Club of Cleveland in memory of William Mathewson Milliken. Also noteworthy 
are landscape drawings by the Italian master Domenichino (1581-1641) and the Dutch 
artist Simon de Vlieger (1600-1653), a self portrait in black chalk by the French 
artist Anne-Louis Girodet (1767-1824), and a lithograph by Paul Klee (1879-1940). 

A set of 22 etchings of views of Venice executed in 1741 by Michiel Marieschi was 
a gift from former Museum curator of prints and drawings Leona Prasse. Leon Lhermitte's 
Interior of a Butcher Shop is one of the finest of six drawings by 19th-century 
French realist artists given to the Museum by Muriel S. Butkin. 

Many excellent works entered the Oriental collection. An extremely rare and 
beautiful object is the 11th century bronze figure of a kneeling man— probably 
a worshipping king--added to the collection of Cambodian sculpture. Two superbly 
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carved Japanese wood sculptures — a pair of male and female Shinto dieties dating 
from the 9th or 10th century--are also exceedingly rare outside the Orient. 

Chinese paintings are particularly well represented in this Year in Review . 

Four masterworks were added to the collection of 14th-century painting of the 
YUan Dynasty, a collection unequalled in the West. Bamboo, Rock and Tall Tree , 
a poetic ink painting by Ni Tsan, one of the four great masters of Ytlan painting, 
is one of only three works by the artist in Western collections. Plum Blossoms 
in Moonlight by Yen Hui, the greatest realist master of the 14th century, is remarkable 
for its subtle and controlled ink washes. This work and River Village-Fisherman’s 
Joy by Chao Meng-fu, the most famous of the early Yuan artists, are fan paintings, 
now mounted as hanging scrolls. With the addition of these and several other fan 
paintings acquired last year, the Museum now has the most important group of early 
Chinese paintings in this format outside the Far East . 

Another significant acquisition is The Garden for Self-Enjoyment , a handscroll 
painting by the Ming Dynasty master Ch’iu Ying (active ca. 1522-1560). This 
delicately detailed and charming work depicts a famous 11th-century Chinese historian 
enjoying the pleasures of his extensive gardens. 

Also deserving of mention are several objects of a utilitarian or decorative 
nature: a Yuan Dynasty table screen decorated with landscapes executed in mother- 
of-pearl inlay in lacquer; a set of Sino-Tibetan Buddhist ritual implements (ax, 
mace and chopper), ingeniously fashioned of iron inlaid with gold and silver; and a 
stoneware tea leaf storage jar by the great 17th-century Japanese ceramic artist 
Ninsei. 

The Year in Review is installed in the Museum's upper level exhibition gallery. 
Talks on the exhibition are scheduled in the gallery at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

February 28, and Sunday, March 4. 


For additional information or photographs, contact the Museum Public Relations Office, 
216/421-7340. 


